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ENCGCH J. FOX HOUSE (J. PHIPPS SITE)

Delaware Ave. has a fine collection of 19th century and Early 20th century
residences which can teach us a great desl about Victorian Towson. This small
frame house is one of the last in the neighborhood still being used as a residence.
Enoch J. Fox has it built earlier in this century to replace a log house which
is believed to have been built prior to 1877. Evidence of the log house survives
beneath the frame structure and thus in a single building one can see an evolution
of wood construction technigues.
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DESCRIPTION
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—EXCELLENT —.DETERIORATED Z UNALTERED Z ORIGINAL SITE
X coop —RUINS —ALTERED - -—MOVED DATEW??
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Irene C, Fox residence, located on 506 Delaware Ave., is a rectalinear
frame house on a longitudinal plan. It has a gable end roof, with very deep
cornices on the west and east ends of the building.

The west or street facade is two bays wide with a single story gable roof
porch, the porch having wocden verandahs towards the southwest corner of the
house. {n the north side of the west facade there is a wooden glass entrance
door which suggests a side hall plan and towards the southwest is a 1/1 double
bung window with louvered shutters and on the attic there is a double hung window,

On the south side, on both steries, there are five double hung windows,
three on a swell-front two story bay window, which allows more 1light into the
living rcom area. On the north side there are two 1/1 double hung windows.

The east end of the house has a wooden glass door with a gable rcof hood
over it and on the second story there is a 1/1 double hung window. The east
end contains the kitchen on the first floor and this portion of the building
was Where the original house started.

The 1877 and 1898 maps indicate a house on this lot which sits back from
the road quite a bit further than the present structure. According to Mrs. Fox,
her father tore down the log house which stood where the present kitchen is
located and replaced it with this frame dwelling. An opening in the east wall
of the basement allows one to look under the kitchen where foundation logs can
still be seen. OCne of them on the north side still contains remainents of a
log wall that had been sguared and V- notched.

The hall is on the north side of the building. On the first floor, one
finds the living room which is well lighted due to the swell-front window., The
door frames all over the house are decorated with natural wood and bull eye
cornices.,

To the east of the dining room one finds the kitchen. The kitchen is a
complete reminder of the past with an early 2-th century gas stove and a tall
cupboard with tongue groove panelling. It is quite a contrast for one to look
outside the window or door and can see a vista of the new and modern Towson.

On the patic behind the kitchen there is a board and batten wooden tool
shed which might have been constructed with the wood from the old house (dating
pack to the 19th century and the new house early 20th century). This is evidenced
by the glass on the window and the wooden pegs on the corner of the window
frame and sguare cubt nails on the southeast section of the shed.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

1877, 1930

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Delaware Ave, haes a fine collection of 19th century and Early 20th century
residences which can teach us a great deal sbout Victorian Towson. This small
frame house is one of the last in the neighborhocd still being used as a
residence. Enoch J. Fox had it built prior to 1877. Evidence of the log house
survives beneath the frame structure and thus in a single building one can see
an evolution of wood construction technigues.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Mrs. Irene C. Fox obtained the house from her father, ZEnoch
J. Fox, on Feb. 10, 1954 for the sum of five dollars. Mrs. Fox
obtained the lot "beginning for the same 49 ft. and 6 inches
from a stone planted on the Zast side of Delaware Ave, (fermerly
known as Hillen Rd.) at the end of the first line of a lot of
ground leased by Benjamin N, Payne and wife Sarah Whittle, and
running thence the same course at the first line South 53 degrees
Hast 25 dt. to a point in said road, thence 86% degrees East
206 ft. to what was formerly James Sheridan's line and thence
with said line North 11 degrees East to the corner of said
Sheridan's and Margaret Flayhart's lot, thence North 88 degrees
West 210 ft. to the place of beginning." (1)

Znoch J. Fox acquired this same lot and the adjacent one
belonging now to W.J. Phipps on May 22, 1930 from Amy P. Issac
for the sum of five dollars. The adjacent lot to Mrs. Fox begins
at a "stone standing on the Hast side of the Hillen Road {Dela-
ware Ave. said to be a boundary of a tract of land called James
Meadow) and running thence on the Zast side of said road South
3 degrees Bast 49 ft, to the corner between the lots occupied
by James Sheridan and Edward Flayhart, thence North 11 degrees
Hast 70 ft. more or less to Shealy's line %o the place of
beginning. This lot was leased by Benjamin Payne and wife Sarah
Whittle May 1, 1867 recorded among the land records of Baltimorw
County in the liber 53 folio 296." (2)

Amy P, Issac acquired the above menticned two lots from
Nelson and Jamina Cooper on Feb. 26, 1884 for the sum of $160.00.
Nelson and Jamina Cooper acquired the lots from Robert R,

Boarman and D.G. MeIntosh who acquired the properties from an
equity case involving John Payne and Hls wife Mary Payne on

Feb. 11, 1874, Boarman and McIntosh (trustees) sold the propert-
ies to Nelson and Jamina Cooper for $680.00

(2)




1

2

FOOTNOTES

Land Rec¢ords of Byltimore County Liber 2436 folio 491

Land Rgcords of Baltimore County Liber 853 folio 53
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FOX HOUSE =About 1850--A log cabln covered over j; south of Phipps Hall, east
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TITLE SEARCH for ENOCH J. FOX HOUSE

Liber 2436, Folio 491 February 10, 195k
Grantor: Enoch J. Pox, widower
Grentee: Irene C. Fox

GA- 147

"Beginning...h9'6" from a stone planted in the east side of Delaware

Avenue...Bast 25'...Bast 206'...West 211' to place of beginning.®

Liber 8L6, Folio 186 March 22, 1930
Grantor: Amy P. Isaac
Grantee: Enoch J. Fox

Liber 53, Folio 299 May 1, 1867 Lease
Grantor: Benjsmin N, Payne & wife
Grantee: James Doyd
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